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READERS snp CORRESPONDENTS. 


QU acknowledgments ave due to F. H. for his favors.—T he 
' will be regularly attended to with pleasure. 


The fervices of M. F.R. will be acceptable—We shall al- 
ways prefer judicious felections, (if mentioned as fuch), to 
eriginals below mediocrity. 


Travels before the Flood will appear in our next, or following 
Number. 


The Anecdote from ‘P. F. is received. 


We thank F. H. for his hints 3 they will be attended to: 
kis Mathematical Quefiion will appear in our next. 


We received pleafure in reading the ** Ode on the Nativity of 
the Meffiah,” but it does not come firidtly within the plan of 
eur work. We hope it will enrich a Theological Mifcellany now 
in contemplation. 


Iaterefiing original Anecdotes and Biographical -Sketche: 
will be particularly: pleajing ; we folicit the aid of our cor- 
re{pondents in this department. 


We hope that our Subfcribers will pundually fulfil the 
conditions of publication s as on this the eftablifhment or fail- 
are of the work depends. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


—— 


No. 1L—Of WILLIAM PENN. 
[With a oni sart.] 


ONVINCED that virtue and abilities, in whatever 
garb, however diftinguifhed, or wherever to be found, 
are worthy of being pointed out to the notice of mankind, 
we prefent our readers with the Portrait of the illuf- 
trious WILLIAM PENN, as Voltaire in his Letters {ftyles 
him; a man who in his life-time exhibited an inftance of the 
poflibility of uniting probity with politics, moderation with 
zeal, and firmnefs with lenity. The Legiflator of Pennfylva- 
nia is entitled to every mark of refpeét, and will not be for- 
gotten fo long as any part of the mild and equitable fyftem 
which he eftablifhed fhall remain to refound his praife. 
WILLIAM PENN was the fon of Sir William Penn, 
Knight, an eminent Englifh Admiral in the reign of Charles 
Il. He was born in London 1644. His father took care in. 
his education by placing him in {chools where he might im- 
prove, and about the fifteenth year of his age he was placed 
in Chrift Church College, Oxford: Here his ardent delire 
after pure and fpiritual religion began to fhew itfelf ; fo 
that withdrawing from the national way of worthip, he, 
A 
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with certain other ftudents of that Univerfity, held private 
meetings for the exercife of religion. This giving offence 
to the Heads of the College, he was at laft obliged to leave 
it, and returned home ; where he {till took delight in the 
company of fober and religious perfons ; which his father 
knowing to be a block in the way to preferment, endeavour- 
ed to deter him from ; but not being able to prevail, he 
was at length fo incenfed, that he turned him out of doors ; 
but his anger abating, he was fent to France in company 
with fome perfons of quality. He continued there a confi- 
derable time, till a different converfation had diverted his 
mind from the ferious thoughts of religion ; and upon re- 
turning, his father found him not only a good proficient in 
the French tongue, but of a polite and courtly behaviour, 
which afforded him pleafure. 

About this time the refpect of his friends and acquain- 
tance, and his father’s favour, ftrongly prefled him to em- 
brace the glory and pleafures of this world: and fuch a 
combined force feemed almoft invincible. He perfevered, 
however, in f{pite of every obftacle, and in the end fabdued 

ll oppofition. 

About the year 1666, and the 22d of his age, his father 
committed to his care a confiderable eftate in clad: which 
occalioned his refidence in that country ; where, inftead of 
frequenting the amufements of the place, he became ferious 
and retired ; and being at Cork, he was informed, by one 
of the people called Quakers, that Thomas Loe, whom he 
’ had heard before at Oxford, was to be ata Meeting there. 
He went to it, and by the powerful teftimony of this man 
was effectually convinced, and afterwards conftantly attenc- 
ed’ the Meetings of that people, even through the heat ot 
perfecution. This foon brought him into.the way of fuf- 
fering ; for he was apprehended with many others ata 
Meeting, and committed to prifon ; but upon his writing a 
letter to the Earl of Orrery, he was foon difcharged. 

This imprifonment was fo far from terrifying, that it 
ftrengthened him in his refolution of a clofer union with 
a people whofe religious opinions were the only crimes 
they fuffered for. But now his more open joining with 
the Quakers bronght himfelf under that reproachful 
name ; his companions’? wonted compliments and careffes 
were changed into {coffs and derifion ; he was made a by- 
word both to profeffors and profane. 

His father, being informed of this, remanded him home, 
and he readily obeyed ; and although there was no great 
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bat ings of Friends and returning home again. He alfo pub 


ad alteration in his drefs, yet the manner of his deportment, Bi he 
a and the folid concern of mind he appeared to be under, were TBA 
ae manifeft indications of the truth of the information he had a iY 
on received. His fon’s being thus difpofed was a great. difap- Be ts 
a pointment to him ; but finding him too fixed to be brought ig 
i to a general compliance with the cuftomary comp! ments of 40 
— the times, he feemed willing to bear with him in other re- Bi te 
is fpecis, provided he would be uncovered in the prefence of re | 
“ the King, the Duke of York, and himfelf. After taking Rh 
“et fome time to confider this propofal, he informed his father eA 
re. [gg that he could not comply with it. All endeavours proving in- Oe. ‘ 
* effectual to fhake his conftancy, his father the fecond time a 
ur, turned him out of doors, by which means he was expoied to He es 
the charity ef his friends (except what his mother privately aaa | 
= fent him). However, after a confiderable time his integri- 
a ty was fo far fhewn, that his father’s anger became mollifi- 
La ed towards hin, 10. as to admit of his returning home ; and 4 
ed, though he did not publicly countenance him, yet, when im- 
my prifoned for being at Meetings, would privately ule his in- 
tereft to get him releafed. 
i “¢ About the year 1668, being the 24th of his age, he 
coh firft appeared in the work of the Miniftry, as one commil- 
of fioned to preach to others that felf-denial himfelf had _prac- 
i tiled. He alfo wrote feveral Treatifes about this time, and 
Sine particularly that entitled, ‘* No Crofs no Crown.” 
‘a Returning to England in 1670, he was not long after ap- 
ay prehended in a Meeting for preaching, and commited to 
om prifon in London. He was indi¢ted, together with : 
oy Mead, for preaching to an “ unlawful and tumultuous al-' | 
of fembly.”” The jury brought in their verdict, ** Guilty of i 
wa [peaking in Grace-Church fireet;”’ but Mead they acquitted of 4 
ao. even this guilt. The jury were treated with the moit wan- it. 
oa ton and tyrannical infult, and were urged to condemn the aint 
prifoners. They manfully refufed to be threatened into in- SB hie 
it WE Juttice ; and after much fafting and infinite abufe, brought “ahha 
ith in a final verdict, ** Not guilty.” | Ae 
ites Not long after this,his father died, perfectly reconciled to - 
ith his fon, and left him a plentiful eftate> In the year 1672, a 
ful Mand 28th of his age, he took to wife Gulielma-Maria Sprin- i) 
Tes gett, daughter of Sir William Springett, formerly of Dar- r 
by- ling, in Suffex, who was killed in the time of the civil he, 
’ wars. Soon after his marriage, he took up his refidence at 4 
ac, Rickmerfworth in Hertfordfhire, often vifiting the Meet- t 
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* 
lifhed divers Traéts in anfwer to adverfaries, and to pro- 
mote the caufe of virtue. , 

_In 1677, he, with G, Fox and other friends, travelled in- 
to Holland and Germany upon a religious vifit to thofe parts, 
ef which he wrote an account, and fome time after it was 
publifhed. In this journey he was not only concerned to vi- 
fit his friends, but many religious perfons of _ other’ focieties, 
and among others, he had frequent converfations with the 
Princefs Flizabeth Palatine, fifter to the Princefs Sophia, 
grandmother to King George the Second. She received him 
and fome of his friends whoaccompanied him, with great 
kindnefs ; and divers religious meetings were held in the 
family to mutual comfort. 

After his return he continued to be ferviceable in the So- 
ciety, by writing and otherwife : and inthe year 1681 a 
great concern came upon him, by King Charles II. granting 
to him the Proyince of Pennfylvania ; this was thought to 
be in confideration of the fervices of his father, and for 
fundry debts due to him from the Crown at the time of his 
deceafe. 

He publifhed a brief account of the Province, propofing 
an eafy purchafe of lands, and good terms of fettlement for 
fuch as were inclined to remove thither ; and many fingle 
perfons, and fome. families, out of England and Wales,went 
over. He alfo appointed Commiffioners to confer with the 
Indians about land, and to confirm a league of peace, which 
they accordingly did. He further fent them a letter, which 
is inferted in the Account of his Life prefixed to his Works. 
His friendly and pacific manner of treating the Indians begat 
in them an extraordinary love and regard to him and his 
people ; fo that his name is seating among them to the 
prefent time with much gratitude and affection. —_ 

In June 1682, accompanied by divers of his friends, he 
took ihipping for the Province of Pennfylvania ; and after a 
proiperous voyage of fix weeks, they came in fight of the 
American coaft, from whence the air, at twelve leagues 
diftance, {melt as {weet as a new, blown garden. Sailing 
up the river, the inhabitants, as well Dutch and Swedes _as 
Englith, met him with demonftrations of joy and fatisfac- 
tion. | 

After about two years refidence there, having taken 
meatures to caufe his infant colony to thrive and flourifh, he 
returned to England, where he met with fome trouble froin 
falfé fufpicions and reports of his favouring King James I. 
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tn his endeayours to eftablifh Popery : he wrote fome pie- 
ces fully clearing himtelf from this charge. 

Inthe year 16y3 his wife died, which was a great occa- 
fion of forrow to.him, * fuch (himfelf faid) as all his other 
troubles were light in comparifon of.” 

In the next year he travelled, in the work of the Minif- 
try, in the counties of Gloucefter, Somerfet, Devon, and 
Dorfet, having Meetings almoft daily in the moft confidera- 
ble towns and other places in thofe counties, to which the 
people came. 

On the 5th of January 16gg-6, he accomplifhed his fecend 
marriage with Hannah the daughter of Thomas Callowhill, 
merchant of Briftol. She was a-fober religious woman, with 
whom he lived comfortably during the reft of his life, and 
had iffue by her, four fons and one daughter. Shortly after 
his eldeft fon by his former wife, named Springett, died at 
Worminghurft of a confumption, in the 21it year of his 
age ; a moft hopeful and promifing young man. This was 
a great lofs tohim. He alfo had a large thare of trouble 
and exercife from envious perfons, and fome who had been 
of the Society, but were now become adverfaries and oppo- 
fers. 

In February 1698 he fet out, together with John Everot 
and Thomas Story, from Briftol, where he then lived, tor 
freland, where he travelled in the work of the Miniftry, to 
the edification of the Churches. The year after his return 
from thence he took fhipping with his wife and family for 
the Province of Pennfylvania, where they arrived after a 
long paflage of néar three monthsy and met with a kind re- 
ception fr6m the inhabitants.. During his abfence, fome 
perfons endeavoured to undermine beth his and other pro- 
prietary governments, under pretence of advancing the pre- 
rogative of the Crown ¢ and a bill for that purpofe was 
brought into the Houfe of Lords. This occafioned his re- 
turn to England’ in the latter end of the year 1701 : and the 
bill, having been poftponed the laft Seffion of Parliament, 
was now wholly laid afide. 

In 1707 he was involved in a fuit of law with the execu- 
tors of a perfon who had formerly been his fteward, againft 
whofe demands he thought both confcience and juftice re- 
quired his endeavours to defénd himfelf. But his caufe 
are. many thought him aggrieved) was attended with 

uch circumftances that the Court of Chancery did not think 
proper to relieve him ; upon which account he was obliged 
¥o live within the Rules, or precincts of the Fiétt prifon 
A 2 
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fome part of this and the enfuing year, till the matter is 
difpute was. accomodated. 

Now, a:though the infirmities of age began to vifit him, 
and to leflen his abilities of continuing his fervices in the 
work of the Miniftry with his wonted alacrity, yet he tra- 
velled into the Weft of England, as alfo in the counties of 
Berks, Buckingham, Surrey, and other places. 

In 1719, the air near London not being agreeable to his 
declining conftitution, he took a handfome feat at Rufhcomb 
in Buckinghamfhire, where he refided during the remaiader 
of his life. About two years after, he was feized at diftant 
times with three feveral fits, fuppofed to be apopledtic, by 
the laft of which)his underftandiug and memory were fo im- 
paired as torender him incapable of pyblic a¢tion, as for- 
merly ; yet he remained cheerful in his difpofition, and of a 
loving deportment to all that came near him; ‘ many fen- 
fible and favoury expreffions (to ufe the expreflion of one of 
his friends) came from him, which rendered his company 
acceptable, and manifefted the religious fettlement and {fta- 
bility of his mind”? He alfo continued the attendance of 
Meetings fome years, aud in them fometimes uttered fhort 
but very lively expreffions. 

After a continued and gradual declenfion for fix years, his 
body drew near to its diflolution, and on the goth day of 
May 1718, he departed this life in the 74th year of his age; 
“« his foul (to repeat- again the words of one of his friends) 
being prepared for a more glorious habitation ! And, as the 
Lord had made choice of him in the days of his youth for 
great and good fervices, and had been with~ him in many 
dangers and difficulties of various kinds, fo he did not leave 
him in his laft moments.” His remains were interred un the 
5th of June, in the burial ground at Jordans, a large Meet- 
ing being held on the occafion. 

He wrote and publifhed many popular treatifes, moftly on 
religious fubjects, in his life-time ; which, fome years after 
his deceafe, were collected together, and printed in 2 vols. 
folio, with an Account of his Life prefixed. 
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To the Editors of the Univerfal Magazine. 





ON THE ADVANTAGES OF 
PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


OULD parents and tutors be careful to put a well 

conducted periodical pamphlet in the way of inge- 
puous youth, they would find it lead to great and rapid im- 
provements in the f{cience of life and manners, with the leaft 
poflible trouble to themfelves. Novelty has fufficient attrac- 
ions for the young; and fuch a literary defert might be 
vade a matter of favour, which would give a higher relifh te 
tsenjoyment. The fubfequent effay is intended to encourage 
his mode of promoting juvenile proficiency, and to ftimulate 
he managers of fuch publications to render them mect for 
he eye of unfufpeGing innocence. 

Among-the various caufes that have contributed to the 
cneral diffafion of knowledge in the prefent age, nothing 
cems to have been of more importance than the circulation 
f{o many different periodical papers. A fuperficial obferver 
ill wonder at this opinion, when he confiders what flender 
bilities are employed in the compilation of fome, what pre- 
udice is difplayed in the conduct of others, what factious 
and de{potic principles ate dilseminated thro’ this medium, 
e will, probably, be furprifed that periodical papers fhould 
ome in for fuch diftinguifhed applaute. 

But where is the good that may not be perverted to evil ? 
he bleffing that may not be abuled ? too. great an indul- 
ence in the pleafures of the table may prove as fatal, as 
wallowing the moft deleterious poifon. 

Periodical publications are dangerous for thofe only, who 
grcad in difputed points but one fide of the queftion, or read 
ut one paper, and that one, the vehicle of falfe principles 
and delufive reafoning ; or, where original prejudice gives a 

‘rong bias to the mind; and thus converts even Ghuitairy 
@aution to criminal intemperance. 

A work conducted on proper religious and political prin- 
iples, is calculated to do infinite fervice, among thofe more 
{pecially who are incapable of thinking for themfelves, and 
vho by habit acquire the fentiments that perpetually meet 
their eyes and amufe their vacant hours. In the country 
particularly, how many thoufands receive what they read ia 
a periodical publication as oracular decifions, and to whom a 
m<cowledge of focial or moral duty could net otherwife be 
ommunicated, as they too often neglect other means of in- 
Kiruction. 
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Hence the importance of papers that preferve thefe gran 
objects in view—to illuminate and reform. And from tx 
fame confideration may be {een the intamy and puilt of thoi, 
Who poifon the public mind—by adulation and flatter,— 
flander and calumny---palliating the defpoti{m of tyrants ax 
aggravating the crimes of anarchifts—Sowing difcord amon, 
brethren, by defcribing fome as anti-federalifts and other 
federalifts— Jacobins and jacobites : Such feribblers endeayou; 
to unhinge the ties of moral order, and difleminate opinioys 
fubverfive of the well-being of civilized fociety. Could tly 
authors of fuch publications, whether iffuing regularly off 
occafionally trom the prefs, fit down and confider with 3 
calm attention what poffible ill effeéts may refult from their 
want of integrity, or duty, as mén and citizens, they would 
fhudder at the reflection. | 

The folitary vices of men may affect a few $ but who can§ 
e{timate the mischief of public Ul example, or atone for its 
wide {pread effect 2 _ | 

It is to be hoped, however, that much more fervice i 
done by the aggregate ma{s ef periodical publications tha 
evil is occafioned by particular parts. _ 

They commonly tend to convey inftruction, and to gene- 
ralize knowledge By giving intelligence from every quarter 
of the globe they excité enquiries; by difplaying the goo: 
and bad qualities of other nations, they remove ill founde: 
prejudices, or confirm deferved averfion.. They communicate 
beneficial difcoveries which would otherwife be loft; the; 
record tranfactions which ehgage admiration, or rivet di- 
guft ; they warn by example, and inftruct by cenfure. The; 
diftufe tafte ; they correct prevailing abfurdities.. They awe 
the proudeft into the conviction of keeping fome terms wit) 
morality and public good.. They deter the flagitious from 
crime, left they fhould be held up to the public deteftatioa: 
and, in fine, they watch over individual and public liberty, 
which can never be violated with impunity while the preif 
remains pure and free. 

Thus to the philofophic eye the periodical labours of che 
rasters undignified by literature appear capable of more be- 
neficial confequences, than the abilities of a PLAT, «a So- 
CRATES, or a Jounson. May fuch feel the value of the 
rank they hold; and never more difgrace it by propagating 
vice or wilful error, by giving a fanction to the worthle:s 
or by weakening the bands that keep mankind in peace ai 
happinefs ! 

M. J. R. 








4 And 
Pa 


Nae 

4 
hers 
Your 
Ons 
1 the 


Ly or 


th a 
heir 
ould 


ene- 
rter 
road 
ded 
Cateé 
hey 
dil- 
hey 
iwe 
ith 
‘om 
ote 


war 


refs j 


ney 
Ine 

of 
ah 


' 
and 





JANUARY 2, 1797. 11 








ANECDOTE or Dr. FRANKLIN. 


THEN Dr. Franklin was in England, he fpent part of a 

day in a rural excurfion with Commodore Johnftone 

and others. In the courfe of the afternoon, the company 
feparated, and the Doclor was found in a reverie looking on 
the Thames. Being afked what was the object of his con- 
templation, “* I am mufing (he replied) on the improper 
diftribution of power, and lamenting that the noble rivers 
of America fhould be fubjeét to the paltry fteam I am now 


beholding.” 








RULES ror tae PRESERVATION or SIGHT. 


I. KJEVER to fit-for any length of time in abfolute 

gloom, or expofed to a blaze of light. The rea- 
fons on which this rule is founded, prove the impropriety of 
going haftily from one extreme to the other, whether. of 
darkuefs or of light, and fhew us, that a fouthern afpect is 
improper for thofe whofe fight is weak and tender. 

2. Not to read in the dufk ; nor, if the eyes be diforder- 
ed, by candle-light. Happy thofe who learn this leflon be- 
times, and begin to preferve their fight before they are re- 
minded by pain of the neceflity of {paring them: the frivor 
lous attention to a quarter of an hour of the evening, has 
coft numbers the perfect and comfortable ufe of their eyes 
for many years: the mifchief is effected imperceptibly, the 
confequences ate irreparable. 

3. The eye fhould not be permitted to dwell on glaring ob- 
jects, more particularly on firft waking in a morning ; the 
fun fhould not of courfe be fuffered to fhine in the room at- 
that time, and a moderate quantity of light only be admitted. 
It is eafy to fee that for the fame reafons, the furniture of a 
bed fhould be neither altogether of a white or red colour ; 
indeed, thofe whofe eyes are weak, would find confiderable 
advantage'in having green for the furniture of their bed- 
chamber. Nature confirms the propriety of the advice giv- 
en in this rule: for the light of the day comes on by flow 
degrees, and green is the univerfal colour fhe prefents to our 
eyes, 
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4. The long-fighted fhould accuftom themfelves to rea 





, is 
with rather lefs light, and femewhat nearer to the eye thay =~ 
what they naturally like ; while thofe that are fhort-fighted read 
fhould rather ufe themfelves to read.with the book as. tur of give 
as poffible. By this means both would improve and ftrength- I geri 
en their fight, while a contrary courfe will increaie its na- FM jach 
tural imperfections. hea 

There is nothing which preferves the fight longer, than HM ys fi 
always ling both in reading and writing, that moderate oug! 
degree of light which is beft fuited to the eye 3 too little I com 
{trains them, too great a quantity dazzles. and confounds : 
them. The eyes are lefs hurt by the want of light thas Hi whi 
by the excefs of it 5 too little light never does any harm, I as « 
unlefs they are ftrained by efforts to-fee objects to which the Hi er 
degree of light is inadequate ; but too great a quantity has, I plef 
by its own power, deftroyed the fight. BE tion 

dre 
a> to | 





TO THE 


EDITORS or rue UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 


Citizens, he RA 

S your profeffed objec is to “ inculcate found morality I j,. 

and difpel the mifts of prejudice and ignorauce,” | rely 

preiume the infertion of fhort extracts in Defence of Chri? ..,, 

tianity,—and of Charity, (which is the foul of the fy{tem)} pre 
will not be inimical to your plan. Should the follow- Hj, 

ing extract from -Dr. Price, the particular friend of A+ J 4}, 

merica and of mankind, be acceptable, I may furnifh yor H% 4., 

occafionally with fimilar mortels from other refpectable av- big 

thors, who ‘iave eminently ferved the caufe of reafon and BR 4, 

humanity.—The enclofed *¢ Effay on the Importance of Pe- ho 

riodical Publications,” and the *¢ Apoftrophe on Slavery” are HB yj, 

at your fervice—Withiug you may be fupported in your lau- 4, 

dable attempt to enlightea mankind, wl 

I fubferibe myf.lf fa 

- Your friend, th 

M. J. R. co 
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DEFENCE or CHRISTIANITY. dr 


From Dr. Price’s DissexkTATIONS. 


IT has been faid, that if Chriftianity came from God, 
it would have been taught the world with fuch clearne'‘ 
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and precifion, as not to leave room for doubts aud difputes, 
Ir is wonderful tome that any perfon can’ mention thts 
who believes the doétrine of nazural - ‘religion, or who has 
read the defences of Chriftianity. Has the Author of nature 
given Us reafon in this manner, or even the information we 
derive from our fenfes? Is it poffible, while we continue 
juch creatures as we are, that any inftruction fhould be {fo 
clear as to preclude difputes ? Suppofing the Deity to grant 
us fupernatural light, are we judges what degree of it he 
ought to’pive, or in what particular manner it ought to be 
communicated ? ? 

Again: The animofities, perfecutions, and bloodfhed, 
which the Chriftian religion has occafioned, have been urged 
as objections to it. This, likewife, certainly fhould not ‘be 
mentioned till it can be fhown, that there is one benefit or 
ble fing enjoyed by mankind, which has not been the occa- 
fion of evils. How eafy would it be to reckon up many 
dreadful calamities,which owe their exiftence to know ledge, 
to liberty, to natural religion, and to civil government ? 
How obvious is it, that what is in its nature moft ufeful and 
excellent, will for this very reafon become moft hurtful and 
pernicious when mifapplied or abufed? Chriftianity forbids 
every evil work. Its f{pirit is the {pirit of forbearance, 
meeknefs, and benevolence. Were it to prevail in its genu- 
ine purity, and be univerfally practifed, peace and joy would 
reign ever more. Uncharitablenefs, prieftcraft, contention, 

and periecution, are evils which have taken place among its 
profeflors, in direct oppofition to its {cope and defign. Is 
it not then hard, that it fhould be made refponfible for 
thefe? Has it not a right to be judge d by its genius and ten- 
dencies, rather than by any mifthief, w hich ‘blindnefs and 
bigotry, and the love of domination have done in the Chrif- 
tiaa church ? For my own part, when I contemplate the 
herrid fcenes which eccletiaftical hiftory prefents to our 
view, inftead of feeling difguit with Chriftianity, 1 am 
{truck with the Divine forefight difcovered by its Founder, 
when he faid, ** J am not come to fend peace on carth, but a 
fword,” and led to a firmer faith, arifing from a refleétion on 
the warning iven in the {criptures, that an apoftacy would 
come, and a tet power appear, which would defile God’s 
fanétuary, trample on truth and liberty, and make itfelf 
drunk with the blood of faints and martyrs! 
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ANECDOTE or CARDINAL ALBERONI, AND Tur 
REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO. 


HEN Cardinal Alberoni was legate of Romagna, an; 

at the age of feventy, he endeavoured to bring tix 
little republic of San Marino, which contined upon his 9. 
vernment, under the dominion of the Pope. The Cardi:; 
had intrigued {fo fuccefsfully with fome of the principal i). 
habitants, that the day was fixed,on which thefe republiciry 
were to fwear allegiance to the fovereign under whofe pro. 
tection they had put themfelves. On the day appointed, 
Alberoni rides up the mountain with his fuite, and is 1. 
ceived at the door of the principal church by the priefts an; 
the principal inhabitants of the place, and conducted to hij 
feat under a canopy, to hear high mals and Te Deum fung 
a ceremony ufual in all catholic countries upon fimilar occ: 
ions). Unluckily however for poor Alberoni, the maf{s be. 
gan, as ufual I iuppofe in that republic, with the word /:. 
bertas. This word had fuch an effect upon the minds of th 
hearers, who began then, for the firft time perhaps, to 1°. 
collect that they were about to lofe the thing itlelf, tha: 
they fell upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove they 
out of the church, and made them defcend the very ftec 
mountain of San Marino with more rapidity than that with 
which they had afcended it, and the Popes have ever fine: 
that time left the inhabitants of San Marino to their o! 
form of government. This fingular event took place in thi 
year 1740. A bon mot of Benedict the Fourteenth on thief 
occafion was current in every mouth: ¢ Alberoni is like : 
‘ glutton, who after having eaten a large falmon, cannc} 
. help cafting a wiftful eye at a minnow.’ 








THE ENQUIRER.—No. I. 


Queft. I. Oucur THE FREEDOM OF ENQUIRY TO BE 
RESTRICTED? 


God forbid that the fearch after Truth, fhould be difcoure: 
ed for fear of its confequences! The confequences 0! 
truth may be fubverfive of f{yftems.of fuperftition, bu 
they never can be injurious to the rights, or well: 
founded expectations of the human race. WATSON. 


MONG men who have not fo far abandoned commo. 
fenfe in purfuit of the convenient fubtleties of fophiftry, 
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as altogether to reject the notion of natural rights, there can 
be no Fifoute concerning the natural right of every man to 
enquire after truth. The power of enquiry, with which every 
human mind is endued, is it‘elf a licence from the Author of 
Nature for its exercife: each individual comes into the world 
potleffed of this birth-right, and can neither refign it without 
fully, nor be deprived of it without injuftice. 

From the firft dawn of reafon, man is an enquirer. Before 
the infant has been tauglit the ufe of fpeech, his inquifitive eye 
alks for information. Curiofity, as he advances in life, fill 
continues to ftimulate his fearch; and every day he goes to 
the {chool of experience, to learn new leffous. Experience is 


‘always his beft iuftructor, Other teachers may load his me- 


mory with words, but experience alone can put him in poflef- 
fion of truths, It is only by contemplating objects in their 
mutual a¢tions and relations, either by a¢iual obfervation, or 
through the report of others, that thofe general conclufions 
can be drawn, which conftitute knowledge. 

With refpec to individuals, to doubt of the wi/dom of en- 

uiring after truth, is to doubt whether the eye was made for 
feeing, and the ear for hearing. Every man’s capacity of en- 
joyment, and of ufefulnefs, is proportioned to his knowledge. 
Diminifh the number of his ideas, and you fo far carry him 
back towards the ftate of the inert matter from which he was 
formed : enlarge his intelleétual ftores, and you proportionally 
elevate him above the brutes, and give him an alliance to fu- 
perior natures. Lilumine his path with the rays of truth, and 
you guide him to happinefs: furround him with the mifts of 
error, and you delude his imagination, miflead his paffions, 
and involve him in endlefs perplexities. 

In fociety, what are the arts which contribute to the fup- 
port, the comfort, and the embellifhment of life, but ingenious 
applications of previous experiment and knowledge to fome 
ufeful purpofe ? When one community excels another in the 
utility of its civil inftitutions, in the benefit of its agricultural 
and mechanical labours, and in its geueral profperity, it is be- 
caufe it better underitands, and follows, the principles of found 
policy. When a ftate falls into diforder and decay, its mis- 
fortunes may be ultimately traced up to the ignorance of the 
people, or the miftakes of their rulers: this holds true, even 
in thofe cafes, where public calamity is the immediate etle@ 
of criminal paffions and depraved manners; for meu never 
aét wrong, but from fome previous mifapprchenfion. 

The unalterable conneétion between truth and good being 
thus eftablifhed by as € perience, it might haye been 
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expected, that the founders and leaders of communities would 
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always have confidered the advancement of know ledge, as the 
diseét and fure mean of promoting the happine{s of fociety ; 
and that it fhould never have come into queftion, W! hether 
the Freedom of Enquiry ought to be reftricied ?. To commv- 
nicate all poffible information on fubjects connected with indi. 
vidual or public welfare, and to give the utmoft encourage. 
ment and affiftance to thofe who are defirous of acquiring 
knowledge, as well as to thofe who are ambitious of extending 
the bounds of fcience, might feem, incontrovertibly, the 
wifeft policy of ftatefmen and philofophers. The contrary of 
this, however, has in all ages been the practice. 

The firft organized nations, of which hiftory has preferved 
any records, vrefe nt us with regular fyftems of government, 
upon the erroneous and mifchievous plan of keeping the peo- 
ple in ignorance. In India, which modern information points 
out as the parent of oriental learning, a race of wife men, un- 
der the name of Brachmans, appear to have engrofled all the 
fcience of their country: and fince their time effectual care 
has been taken to prevent the diffufion.of know ledge, by keep- 

ing the Bramins, the depofitaries ot learning, a diftiné catt, 
and giving them the exclufive right of reading the facred 
books, the Vedas and Shafters, and communicating their con- 
tents to the people. Among the Egyptians, we find, from 
the earlieft times, a regular fyftem of concealment. The 
mytteries of philofophy and religion were written in hiero- 
glyphic chara¢ters, underftood only by the initiated; and 
thefe facerdotal writings were depofited in the inmott re- 
ceffes of the temples, where they could be examined only by 
the 1uperior clafles of the priefthood. Hence arofeé the dif- 
tinétion between the exoteric and efoteric doétrine; the 
former addrefled to the vulgar, the latter confined to the 
priefts, and a feleét number of other perfons admitted to the 
— myfteries. A fimilar diftinétion between fecret and pub- 

lic doétrine, was known among the Perfians, and in mott of 
the {chools of the Grecian philofophers: and the pra¢tice of 
‘acred myfteries, begun in the moft remote ages, made a dil- 
tir nouithed part of the religious. ceremonials of Greece and 
Rome. 

If the ancient philofophers, with few exceptions, thus kept 
their knowledge within the precinéts of their own {chools, 
and left the general mafs of mankind under the bondage 7 
xnorance and fuperftition, it may, perhaps, be fairly pleaded 
as fome excuie for their conduct, that their enquiries com- 

menly turned upon fubjedis too abftrufe for vulgar compre- 
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henfion, and little capable of praétical application. When, 
however, a new fect arofe, under a Mafter who taught fimple 
truth, and who was eminently the inftructor and friend of 
the poor, it might have been expected that the preceptors in 
this {chool, would, after the example of their Founder, have 
faid to all the world, ‘* Hear and underftand.”” Yet Chrii- 
tian teachers, thou gh they preached to the people, very early 
addrefled them on “fubjects, and in terms, to an unlettered 
multitude as unintelligible, as if their difcourfes had been in 
an unknown tongue. In order to check the daring {pir it of 
enquiry, creeds were iffued from their councils, which the 
people were requived, on.pain of eternal damnatioa, to be- 
lieve. The ufe of a vernacular verfion of the Scriptures was 
aiterwards prohibited; and public devotions were iu every 
Chriftian country performed in the Latin language. Theie 
latter abfurdities were, it is true, removed at the Reforina- 
tion; but free inquiry has ever fince, in almoft all Proteftant 
churches, been difcoar aged, and, as far as was poflible, with- 
out the infliction of bodily paius and penalties, forbidden, by 
making the recital of certain formularies of belief, a part of 
the ordinary fervice, and by loading all deviations from the 
inftituted faith, with the odium and hazard of herely, 

The fame difpofi ition to difcourage and reftrain the freedom 
of enquiry has appeared with re{pect to fubjects of civil po- 
licy. The brilliant pages of hiftory, in which-the people ao- 
pear as agents in forming and conducting their own {yftem of 
government, are few. We almoft every where find thein 
werely paffive machines in the hands of arbitrary power, 
without any opportunity of judging and choofing for them- 
felves, and confequently without any inducement to enquire 
into the general groi unds of civil fociety, or to inform them- 
felves concerning the particular intereits of their own com- 

munity. Over affairs of government, as well as of religio: ay 
a veil of myftery has been artfully thrown; and the people 
have been trained to au implicit acquiefcence in the proceed- 
ings of their governors, under the notion that fecrets of ftate 
were far above their comprehenfion. Even in countries moft 
celebrated for liberty, the ruling powers have always kept a 
jealous eye upon the progrefs of opinion, and have commonly 
adopted the narrow policy of throwing difficulties aad ditcon- 
ragements in the way of free euquiry. Few ftates have had 
the magnanimity to permit, much leis the wiidom to encou- 
rage, the uareferved difcuffion of all political queftions: al- 
moft all exifting governments have preferred ftability to 
improvement. En zlaud, the boafted land of freedom, has 
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had its tefts, and its reftrictive laws; and even the new Re. 
public of France has, with glaring inconfiftency, rettrained 
the freedom of the prefs. 

Has the fyftem of reftriftion, thus eftablifhed by univer{3! 
precedent, had any better origin than the ambition or avarice 
of men in power? Have they difcouraged the free fearch af- 
ter truth, and the univerfal diffemination of knowledge, 
merely through a timid and felfifh averfion to innovation} 
Or are there, in reality, fome ferious inconveniences and mit: 
chiefs to be dreaded from an unlimited latitude of enquiry ? 
Let the point be fairly and candidly examined. 

——- “ Remove all reftriction and difcouragement from 
enquiry ;—{et the door of the {chool of knowledge wide open, 
and invite people ofall claffes to enter ;—confider what would 
be the confequence with refpect to the lower orders of {0- 
ciety. They would be diverted from thofe neceffary labours, 
on which their own fupport and the wealth of the nation de- 
pends: they would become conceited poTeffors of that * little 
knowledge,’ which ¢ is a da: agerous thing?’ they would 
learn to fook upon the neceffary tubordination of fociety as a 
ave too evil; would become reftlefs under the unavoidable 

urdens and reftraints of civilized life; and, in their violent 
efforts to throw them off, would involve their aed in 
confufion, and introduce all the horrors of anarchy.” 

Thefe phantoms, conjured up by the Alarmift’s wand, it 
will require no incantation to difperfe. The poor man, 
though, doubtlefs, born to labour—which, by the way, ought 
in one form or another to be the lot of every man—is alfo 
born to enjoy his exiftence as a rational being, and ought not 
to be denied leifure and opportunity to partake of the plea- 
{ures of intellect. He would not be the lefs able or inclined, 
to fill up his proper ftation in fociety, fur knowing his rights 
and his duties. Itis ignorance, not knowledge, which makes 
men difcoatented and troublefome. The abject {pirit which 
is produced by religious and political fuperftition may be con- 
venient in a ftate of oppreffion 5 but a governinent which pur- 
fues by dire&t means the honeft end of the public good, will, 
unqueftionably, conduct its operations with greater facility 
and effect over an enlightened, than an ignorant people. No- 
thing would fo certainly prevent the miferies attending fud- 
ies political concuffions, as the general! diffufion of know- 

ledge. The neceffity of violent commotions would be fuper- 
ceded by the graduai and peaceable, but fure, progrefs of re- 
formation : for, “‘ when the moft confiderable part of a 
pation, either for number or influence, become convinced of 
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rie Aagrant abfurdicy of any of its inftitutions, the whole will 
foon be prepared, tranquilly, and by a fort of common con- 
{ent, to jupercede them *.” 

The queftion cannot be fully determined by an appeal to 
fact: for the experiments have been hitherto almott all! ou 
the fide of reftri¢tion ; icarcely any country having adopted 
the liberal. policy of allowing free enquiry and difcuffion 
without any exception or embarraffments. But, it has al- 
ways been found, as was to be expected, that the more the 
freedom of refearch has, in any country, been encouraged, the 
greater progrefs has that country made in civilization and 
profperity. On the contrary, wherever the ruling powers 
have thought it expedient to clog the human underftanding in 
its natural endeavour to free itfelf from error and prejudice, 
the minds of the people have become enteebled by indolence, 
enflaved by fuperftition, and corrupted by vice; till long and 
fad experience of the mifchiefs arifing from blind credulity 
and tame fubmiflion, has rouzed to action their dormant facul- 
ties, and produced energetic exertions, beneficial, doubtleis, 
in their confequences, but in their firtt efforts fcarcely lefs tre- 
mendous, than the unexpected explofiof of a long, filent, and 
almoft forgotten volcano. 

Inftead of thus giving a preternatural vigour te the defpair- 
ing {truggles of the free-born mind, by forcibly comprefling 
its natural elafticity, had the leaders of the world encouraged 
and aided the progreis of knowledge ;—~had the Grecian phi- 
lofophers, inftead of making the academy, the porch, and the 
Lyceum, refound with the clamour of their barren dif{putes, 
imitated the wife. Socrates in bringing philofophy into the 
common walks of jie ;—had the early fathers of the Chriftian 
Church, iuftead of perplexing the world with abitratfe quef- 
tions and incomprehenfible myiteries, employed themfe!ves in 
teaching the fimple principles and rules of Chriftian morals ; 
—had the moft /ubtie, profound, irrefragable, angelic, and 
feraphic do&tors of the icholaftic age, inftead of amufing them- 
felves with raifing phantoms of abitra¢tion, like elves and fai- 
ries, in the field of cnguiry, {tudied fimple truth, and commu- 
nicated ufeful information to the common people ;— in tine, on 
the revival of letters, had our public {chools been formed with 
lefs attention to the parade of learning, and the oftentation of 
fcience, thantothe general diffemination of knowledge, and 
advaucement of. civ lization ;—it is impoffible to fay,.to what 
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degree of perfection human nature might not by this time have 
attained. 

{t is certain, and cannot too often be repeated, that know- 
ledge is power. Why then fhould men be reftri¢ted in thote 
improvements ofintellect, which by enlarging their fphere of 
action, cannot fail to increafe their capacity of happine(s ? 
Can they be too wife, or toohappy? Ifnot, let the excurfions 
of invention be unconfined, let the refearches of reafon be un- 
controlled, This is, undoubtedly, the policy which philan- 
thropy teaches; and a narrower policy can only be dictated 
by bigotry or felfifhnefs. If the pertfectibility of human na- 
ture be not the dream of benevolence—the philofopher’s {tone 
of the prefent day ;— if at leait it be true, that man has not yet 
reached his appointed fummit of knowledge and happinefs, let 
not his progrefs be retarded by coercive reftrictions on the 
freedom of enquiry, of fpeech, and of writing: let all good 
men, who love their country and their {pecies, unite in remov- 
ing every obftruction to the difcovery and the application of 
truth, and the inftitution of one univerfal law for the protec- 
tion and encouragement of enquirers; that, henceforward, 
Opinion, like the air, may become “ a chartered libertine.” 








LETTER tro tHe EDITOR. 


December 19th, 1796. 
Sr, 
F in your intended valuable publication, entitled the 
_ * AMERICAN UNIVERSAL MAGAztne,” you will (af- 
ter the manner of moft European Magazines)referve one page 
for Mathematical Queftions, you will oblige 
A SUBSCRIBER. 


WE with to comply with this gentleman’s requeft, if 
we can do it without deviating materially from our plan, 
which is, to intereft and entertain as many of our readers as 
poffible.—Perhaps the iolution of Mathematical Queftions, 
which prefent an appearance of utility, may not be incon- 
fiftent with this defign. 
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NATURAL snp MORAL PHILOSOPHY 


FAMILIARIZED, 


ina Series of Reflections, from the German of C.C. Sruam. 


No. L—The PLEASURES OF WINTLIR. 


ACH feafon has its peculiar pleafures and beauties. Win- 
Ek, ter itfelf, void as it appears to many of charms or 
pleafures, anfwers the Creator’s end in that refpect. For 
the fake of thoie, who, through ignorance or prejudice, 
murinur againft this feafon, L will difplay the picafare it 
ailtords, both to our fenfes and to our hearts. Is it not an 
agreeable fight to behold the morning dawn fhining on a 
country covered with fnow ? The thick fog, which, like a 
veil over the earth, concealed every object from us, vanith- 
es all at once. A light froft whitens the tops of the trees. 
The little hills aud vallies are tinged with the bright re- 
fleétion of the fun, whofe happy influence gives new life to 
every creature. It feems to invite the jinnet to quit the 
groves, and the fparrow to perch from branch to branch. 

in proportion as nature feemed dead in the abfence of the 
fun, fo much the more lively fhe appears, when animated 


f by it, and fle delights the eyes of the traveller with her 


white clothing. Have you ever happened to remark the 


' form of the fhow > Have you refleied on the wonders which 


afingle flake of this fubftance contains >—Admire, on one 


s hand, the irregularity, the fymmetry of its form, and, on 
the other, the infinite number of the fame flakes which fall 
| from the air.—What an agreeable fight, to fee the hill, the 


foreft, aud the groves, clothed with a dazzling fplendor ! 
What a charm refults from the afemblage of all thefe ob- 
jets ! Behold ! (for the eye can fcarce have enough of this 
light, however accuftomed to it,) Behold the brilliant drefs 
ofthofe hedges! Behold the forefts bending under the white 
fheet which covers them! The whole offers to our view the 
appearance of a vaft defart, over which one uniform veil of 


| a dazzling whitenefs extends itfelf. What idca fhall I form 


of thofe, who, at the fight of thefe phenomena, feel no- 
thing ? or, who do not conceive the pleafing fenfations that 
the Creator meant to convey tothem? They who do no- 
thing at this moment, but murmur againft the laws of na- 
ture, how much are they to be pitied! If the profpect of 
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nature in winter gives them no pleafure, I fear they wil | 
equally infenfible even to the {pring with all its charm 
How is it poflible not to feel how gracious the. Lord 
How adorable his wi i{dom, and how unbounded his mey } 
in all that relates to winter ! Nature, however barren it a». 
pears to Us, 1S, notwithitanding, a divine mafter- “piece, and 
it is our blindnefs only which conceals its beauties from 

In every part of nature, there fhines fome ray of the diyi,: 
wifdom, and {till more in what is concealed from us. We 
not trace her through all her ways, aud we are ouly atten. 
tive to what {trikes our fenfes, and flatters our iaclinatio.: 
And, inthis refpeét, many are like the brutes, who fee ti, 
fun, the fhow, and the other phenomena of nature, withou 
looking up to the Lord, as the fource from whence 4 
things “proceed, in heaven or earth. 

With what fatisfaction will every one’s mind be filled, 
who accuftoms himfelf to contemplate with attention, the 
works of God, at this feafon of the year. The air may bk 
troubled, the iky become ftormy, and nature {poi tled of it 
charms, but they will enjoy true pleafures, in igi 
throughout all things, traces of the wifdom, power, « 
goodnefs of our Creator. However limited their naturd 
faculties may be, they will always find fubjects enough : 
employ their m inds.) They will have no occafion to feck 
with eacernefs the diffipations of the world, the amut- 
ments of dancing and play.. They will find either in re 
tirement, or in the midit of their friends and ch uildren, 
fures ever real, and ever varied. 

O my foul ! apply thyfelf to the enjoyment of thefe plea 
fures. Let the works of God often employ thy thoughts, 

and thefe reflections will foften the forrows of life. Ralx 
thy {cif to God by that chain of beings he has created, 
let him be at all times and teafons the object of thy praife. 








TALES CF AN EVENING. 
(From Marmonte#’s new Moral Tales.) 


NE evening, during the difbirbances at Paris, a {m2 
circle of friends, who had retired to the country, 
were at alofsto find fome means of diveriion, after ex- 
haufti: 1g their reflections and {peculations into futurity to no 
purpofe, when Madame de Verval, the miftre(s of the 
a, who was fond of ftories, end who herielf poffeffe: 
the talent of ftory-telling to 2 er eit degree of excéllence, 
: 


> 
r 





JANUARY 2, 1797. 23 


propofed that every one of the company fhould take it in 
urn to relate the happieft event of his life, or one of the 
pappielt, except thofe that do not admit of being dif 
Rloled. 

The propofal was well received, and it was determined 
hat the youngeft fhould begin. “* For Heaven’s fake, mam- 
+ma,” faid Juliet, ** let it be any body but me, { hhall 
‘never have courage enough.” ‘*¢ Weill then,” faid her 
nother; ** Dervis, your coulin, will teach you to overcome 
‘that timidity, which is not always the effect of modef> 
‘ty.’ An Attorney-General, indeed,” faid Juliet, in 
pwhifper, ** {peaks when he pleafes. But as to me; I ne- 
‘ver plead, and am not accuftomed to tell ftories. And 
‘befides, M. Dervis is turned of three-and-twenty, and 
‘lam not eighteen, and that makes a wide difference.” 

Dervis, who was recollecting himfeifin the mean time, 
i: length broke filence. 


THE FIRST STORY. 


“IF my father,” faid he, *¢ will allow me to fpeak of him, 
‘ | will relate the event of my life which affected me in/the 
‘ moft lively and agreeable manner.” * Let us hear,” /faid 
he fage d’Ormefan : “ nothing forbids our {peaking of ft fa- 


ther, unlefs we fpeak ill of him, or in too flactdring 
terms.’”’ ;. 


> 
a 


Dervis began thus ¢ ; 
“ My mother,” faid he, with emotion, “ was fo: good 
natured, that every body accufed her of {poiling het chil- 
dren ; and certain it is, that fhe was more hurt thgn our- 
felves, when our father corrected us.’ If there was any 
excufe for our faults fhe was the firft to find it, even be- 
fore ourfelves ; and if there was none, fhe wag fure to 
find one neverthelefs. Sometimes fhe reproved us ; but 
the voice of her anger was fo foft, that it might have 
been taken for that of love ; and when a frown deprefied 
her beautifully arched eye-brows, the eye beneath {till 
expreffed fo much tendernefs, that the pardon made its 
way through the threat. If fuch was her indulgence 
when we failed in the execution of our duties, you may 
eafily imagine how her joy fhone forth when we fulfilled 
them: pleafure fparkled in her eyes, and when any one 
fpoke to her of her health, the clearnefs of her com- 
“ plexion, and of that beauty, which feemed, alas! to 
“ defy the attacks of time: ** My children,” fhe ufed to 
“ fay, ** have the giit of making me young again.” 
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Dervis, on faying this, {topped to take breath, and ty 
wipe away the tears that tric kled down his cheeks. ¢ For. . 
*¢ give me,” faid he, ** [am {peaking of my mother.’ Ju | 
liet, while liftening, embraced her’s, aud fixed upon her twe 
fine black eyes that fparkled with a humid languor. 

“+ it was andes” faid Dervis, ** to mention this ex. 
cefs of kindaefs to excufe my injuftice. My father, whoi: MR, h 
‘* mind and difpofition i dare not deicribe while he is pre. 
** jent, conceiving that a.cold and awful feverity on his fide, 
‘ was the only remedy tor the miichief our mother’s cx. 
ceflive fondnefs might do us, impofed on himfelf the pai: 
ful taik of making us always tremble in his prefence. Phe I 
“ {mafleft faults were reproved, the more ferious ones ju . 
“ nifhed. His vigilance noticed every thing, his feverit; 4“ 
* admitted of no excufe, and he feemed to confider what. 
“© ver was praife-worthy m his children, as no more than y 
return for the care taken to cultivate eur minds, as the 
debt of nature, and the price of our education : he even 
heard the good accounts that were given of us, witliu: 
any mark of joy.—** Your friends are partial to you,”’ le 
“ ufed to fay, *¢ go on, and do better ftill, that it may not 
** be neceflary to flatter me by exaggeration in your {% 
s¢ your.” 

“ We were all perfuaded that our father was virtuous and 
“¢ juit ; but nove of us thought him affectionate and kind 
“ When fifteen years of age I was ftill ignorant of it my- 

felf ; and till then my foul had obeyed the impulie of two 

fentiments alone, the fear of exciting his anger, and. th 

dread of afflicting my mother. The latter was, I « a 

fefs, the more tender, without being the lefs powerfu 

and when I drew reproaches upon her for the fault 

- which I had committed, and which my father attribute 

to the excefs of her indulgence, the pain the felt gr leved 

me to the heart. Il mingled my tears with her’s ; auc 

this was the way my father ufed to, punifh me. We lc! 
“© her, and 1 can fay with truth that her death was the ex! 
‘© of mywouthful days. My grief brought my fentiment 
*¢ and my ideas to a fudden maturity. A year of mournin 
““ was an age to me. My duties aflumed a more feriow 
*¢ character, and my ftudies, as foon as I had fortitude ¢ 
“¢ nough to refume them, were no, longer a labour, but 2 
“‘ relief. Forlorn and folitary in the midft of the crowd 
“ the college, I loft all relifh for the amufements-of mH. 
“ fellow-ftudents. Weeping, thinking of my mother, 
“ flying to my books, as if for confolat:on, fuch was the .fl« { 
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ternate bufinefs of my days, and nights, while ftudying 
rhetoric. Sometimes even when at my book | thouglit 
| jaw my mother ftanding before me ; I thought I heard 
her fay, ** Cultivate your mind, and polifh your manners ; 
be worthy or your father, be his coniolation ; let him te 
happy» it he can be fo w ithout me 5; and let him owe his 
happlneis to his children.”? This illufion made me re- 
double my efiorts, and gave me freh yan A fuperiori- 
ty Lcould never boait in the-other claf! Js, Was the fruit 
of this melancholy and pious applicati on 3 and when the 
moment of competition for the prizes arrived, the lefMons 
| had received trom misfortune gave me an adv antage o- 
ver my rivals. 
“ With a vague intention of doing well, I neither enter- 
tained the hope nor the ambition of the fucceis I ob- 
tained. It wasunknown to me, but my tutor was op. 
prized of it. He went fometimes to ive my father, and 
was always well received; but he had not been able to di {- 
cover any of thole pleaiurable emotions, which parents 
manifeit, when hopes are given them of their childreus’ 
turning out well. No doubt he was afraid of betraying his 
fecret. 
“ My tutor, who thought he perceived that his gravity 
was not eafily to be moved, and who wifhed neverthelefs 
to overcome this apparent indie rence, e€ mployed, accord- 
ing to cuftom, the great Meas of furprize. He invited 
him, as if by way ot compliment, to be prefent at the 
diftribution of the prizes. ‘* Have I any perfonal reafon 
for my attendance ?”’ faid my father, in a negligent maii- 
ner.—** That is the fecret of the judges,” aniwered the 
profeffor; ‘it is not their cuftom to entruft it to us.”— 
Then what have | to do there ?”—** You will fee at 
leaft a fource of emulation.” ‘* And of vanity ?””——* No, 
Sir, vanity is the attendant of futile matters, and our 
triumphs are not a frivolous and fterile honour for young 
people. In every ftage of life, the love of labour, and a 
turn to ftudy are advantageous, and the fuccefs that at- 
tends them worthy of praife. It is noble to fet the ex- 
ample ; and good may refult from deeing it fet by o- 
thers.” © You are in the right,”’ faid my father. ¢¢ I 
fhall be glad to fee my fon envy the fuccetsful candi- 
dates. 2 
“« My father had then the goodnefs to accept my tutor’s 
invitation. I fhall not fay how great was my furprize on 
feeing him teke his feat at a di iftauce in the hall. ** Where 


——-- | 
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“¢ fhall I hide myfelf,” faid I, ** if I do not obtain a prix: 
‘¢ But would they have been ‘eal enough in that calc : 
‘¢ vite my father ? I fhould hope not.”—And while L ho; 
“ Ttrembled. It was then that, for the firfttime, | 
*¢ rienced the defire of glory, with all its chilitig- tea: 
*¢ Fortunately my clafs was the firft called. The tirit, 
*¢ fecond, aad the third prize were ac {judged to mie. 
‘¢ father heard my name repeated three times. Thre 
*¢ times he faw me crowned; and then, in the midft 
as wet and loaded with laarels and books, he faw »- 
“¢ defcend from the theatre, make my way through : 
“ crowd of {pect tators Who bore me along in their ariMsy 4 
‘© embrace his knees. He took me in his arms, and with ; 
¢¢- emotion that at once betrayed him, preffed me te his 
“ fom, and fhed a flood oftears. ‘* Ah! my dear father, 
*« TY exclaimed fobbing, ‘* if fhe were but alive——” 
“ impreifion thefe words made upon our feelings wa: 
© oreat, and fo overcame us, that we were obliged to re: 
‘ tire from the room. ‘* Come, my boy,” faid my gon 
“ father, *¢ f{ep into my carriage: I feel that I cannot 
‘© without you; we will live to: gether: for the future.” 
As foon as in the car riage, he embraced me avais 
s You may fee,” faid he, * whether you have an aflec :iu> 
“+ ate fathers; you may fee whether he loves his chilcic: 
* You are in pofieifion of the fecret of my weaknels ; 
“¢ do not diiclofe it, efpecially to your younger brother: 
*¢ they fliil itand in need of my erie t ” My brothers w: 
“¢ at Jully.—*¢ Father,” faid I, “ be pleafed to rememt: 
“¢ that your children have no looger a mother; that the: 
“ age has its troubles and its forrows; and that the } 


© J". 


T 


ba 
« that ufed to diftil into their young hearts no longer os 

4 The tender | Ww weakiiews of w hich we too often yor aX 

4 

6 Be always a sw tes by the afeendeney of refpected co 
6 rity; but be fometimes a mother too.”’—* Yes,”” faid i: 
«¢ I will unite thoie two characters ; they are both in 

«© heart; but in future [ will aflume another with you, ¢! 

«“ of a friend. Let us {wear to have but one foul, and 1 

6 to have any dil; ruil e or referve with one another. Wi 
«© can L not exprefs the tranfport with which I took and rf 
6 ceived the oath. It was the happieft moment of my p2" 
ss jife, and an i inexhauftible fource of pleafure for my ts 
tg come.’”’ 


(To be continued.) 
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POETICAL 


EFFUSIONS. 


HORACE, ODE Il. B. Ill. 


FIRST PART, 












MITATED. 










ts Angufiam Amici, pauperiom pati,” 


% UR hardy youth, inur’d to bear 

e O The extremes of furmmer’s fervid air 
And brave a wintry fky, 

1f Liberty their aid demand, 

Shall combat in her foremof band, 

Or weill-lamented die. 








low once the battle led, 

Bold Sidne ey labour’d Papers den bied, 
To check 2 ‘Tyran nt’s reig 

Hopelefs his haughty ; Queen n retir'd, 

For zeal each patriot bolom fir’d, 

And courtly arts were vain. 











+ 


hus on Columbie’s happy fhore, 

‘When Britons, in a frantic hour, 
Spread war’s infernal flame, 

Brave Washington her ch ampion ftood, 

And bore, e’en from the field of blood, 


A wreath of civic fame. 

















So, Gallia, may thy legions prove 
‘The force of Freedom’s generous love, 
nee a Defpot’s hire, ; 
” Tyrants quit their tott’ring thrones, 
And, join’d with thy ignobler fons 
n guilty league confpire. 













Kind flumbers feal the warrior’s eyes, 

Who in a virtuous conflié dies, 
While fame infcribes his urn, 

And calls thro’ many a diftant age, 

The afpiring youth, and hoary fage, 

‘The hero’s deeds to learn. 


But tho’ the abje@, coward foul, 
Stoop to oppreffion’s fell controul, 
From death no arts can fave; 
He falls without a p2triot’ $ praife, 
Without a country ’s love to raife, 
Her tribute on his grave. ¢ 
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BENEVOLENCE. A Fasie. 
IMITATED FROM THE GERMAN oF GELLERET. 


% 
QO*™ Howarn’s tomb foft Pity weeps, 
Bewailing ftill her favourite’s fate; 
And thence the Mufe invokes her aid 
Of kindred merit to relate. 
Il. 
Ike him, to fympathize with woe, 
Like him to heal the broken mind; 
And rear Affli@ion’s drooping head, 
Belinda’s generous foul inclin’d. 
Ill. 
But want of fortune oft, too oft, 
Her charitable views withftood : 
For what, alas! avails the will, 


Without the power of doing good ? 
IV. 


H-r uncle dies and leaves his niece 
A clear two Thoufand pounds per ann. 
* Ah! now” fhe cries, “ I’m bleft indeed, 
“ PH help the poor where’er I can.” 
¥- 
Scarce had fhe fpoke, when at her door 
An old decrepid wretch appears ; 
Bent on his crutch he begs an alms, 
And moves her pity with his tears. 
VI. 
Belinda felt for his diftrefs, 
She heav'’d a figh and fhook her head; 
Then to this aged fon of woe 
Stretch’d forth a CRUST OF MOULDY BREAD. 





On SUICIDE. 
FROM MARTIAL. 


V HEN Fate in angry mood has frown’d, 
And gather’d all her ftorms around, 
‘The fturdy Romans cry, 
« "lhe great, who'd be releas’d from pain, 
« Valls on his fword, or opes his vein, 
* And bravely dares to die.” 
But know, beneath life’s heavy load, 
In fharp affliction’s thorny road, 
*Midit thoufand ills that grieve, 
Where dangers threaten, cares inteft. 
When friends forfake, and foes molef, 
"Lis braver far to live. 





Wh 
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THE ADVANTAGE OF VIRTUE. 


IRTUE, foft balm of every woe, 
Of every ill the cure; 
*Tis thou alone that canft beftow 
Pleafures unmix’d and pure. 


The fhady wood, the verdant mead, 
Are Virtue’s flow'ry road; 

Nor painful are the fteps which lead 
To her divine abode. 


*Tis not in Palaces or halls, 
She or her train appear ; 

Far off fhe flies from. pompous walls, 
Virtue and Peace dwell here. 


SONNET FROM SCRIPTURE. 


RE not thefe high domes mine? miniftrant fame 
Filling the world with Nabonafler’s name, 
Breathes from her clarion death and victory. 
The purple robes of {tate my frame enfold, 
The fmiling beverage fills my cup of gold, 
And ranfack’d nature fpreads the feat for me. 
Am I not like fome heaven-defcended God, 
Blefling this nether fphere, on earth rever'd, 
And life and death dependant on my nod? 
So {poke the ftate-fwoln king : th’ Almighty heard. 
Long had the nation been that idol’s prey, 
Whofe breaft. was iron, and whofe fuce wes brafs, 
Th’ Almighty taught them now a cheaper way, 
To keep a king ;—he turned him out to grats 


When America began to refift the tyranny of the Britifh, their fapiert 
Monarch, {corning to owe an obligation to the imvention of Frannx~ 


LIN, occafioned by his, conduct the following 


EPIGRA M. 


\ HILE you, carat George, for knowledge hut, 
And sHakxr coynuctors change for st.unt, 
The Empire’s out of joint ; 
FRANKLIN a wifer path purfues, 
And all your thunder h edlefs views, 
By ticking to the peint. 
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X 


ON A FOUNTAIN 


‘ig 1KE! 
‘ S vidi 


WHICKE AFFORDS A CONSTANT SUFFLY OF WATER TO A FISH POND 


ts . Ww hick 
1! Chrif 
IEW, gentle reader, view in me . ma 

f An emblem of true charity; he Ar 
tit Who, tho’ my bounty I beftow cond: 
ag Am neither feen, or heard, to flow ; An Hil 
i Repaid, by frefh fupplies from heav’n, NES! 
it For every drop of water given. copio 
Hh ' nal 
—_ {treet 
| ‘ Serm 
Lond 
9 SPOKEN AFTER DINNER AT A MISER’s, = witic 
\ Lett 

fb, - for this miracle ! it is no lefs tainil 

Sh ’ ‘Than finding Manna in the wildernefs : fying 
BY | In midit of famine we have found relief, of V 


And feen the wonder of a rump of beef ; 
Chimnies have fmok’d, that never fmok’d before, 
And we have dined where we fhall dine no more. 


ae 


“TRANSLATION OF REGINER’s EPITAPH. 


 BAyerl I liv’d, as eafe and nature taught 
And fpent my little life without a thought ; 
nd a m amaz’d that Death, that Monarch grim, 

Should think of me, who never thought of him. 





ii - OLD EPITAPH. te 


PT'IME was, I ftood as thou doft now, 
And view'd the dead, as thou doft ne 
E’re long, thou'lt lie 
As low as J, 
And others ftand and look o’er thee- 
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Lift of New Publications. 


\KETCH of the Denominations into which the Chriftian world is di- 

i) vided, accompanied with a Periuafion to Religious Moderation ; to 
which is prefixed a a fhort account of Atheiim, "Deifm, Judaifm, and 
Chriftianity ; adapted to the prefent tumes, by John Evans, A. M. 
18mo. so cents. Bound. Griffiths & Rhees, So. Second-ftrect. 

he American Lady’s Pocket-kocok. 62 cents. Bound. Birch, So. Se- 
cond-ftreet. 

An Hiftorical, Geographical, and Philofophical Account of the CHI- 

NESE EMPIRE: By W. Winterbotham. To which is prefixed, 2 
copious account of Lord Macartney’ s Embafly, compiled from origie 
nal commufications. 2 vols. 8vo. 3 dols. Bound. Lec, Chefnut- 
ftreet. 

A Sermon, preached to 00 Jews, (by their defire), at Sion Chapel, 
London, by the Rev. Mr. Cooper,-aged 20 ycars. 12 I-32 cents. 
Uftick, No. Second-ftreet. 

A Letter to George Washington, Prefident of the United States, con- 
taining Stri@ures on his Addrefs of the 17th September, 1796, noti- 
fying his relinquifhment of the Prefidential Office; by Jefper Dwight, 
of Vermont. 25 cents. Sold by the Bockiceliers. 


Publifhing in Numbers. 
HE AMERICAN SENATOR; ora copious aad impertial Report 
of the Debates in the Congrefs of the U nited States: By Thomas 
Carpenter. £ dol so cents, for 360 pages. Beas Lee, Chefnut- 
ftreet. 

Superb Edition of the Bible—the moft elegan at work America has pro- 
duced; im 40 numbers, folio, at so cents. Thompfon & Small, 
printers. 

The Political Works of ‘Thomas Paine, in 9 numbers, 8vo. at 29 cents. 
James Carey, No. Second-ftreet. 

* Thofe who with their Books noticec in this Lif, will fend a co- 
py to the publifier. 


In the Prefs. 
i ROWN’s Dictionary of the Bible. 
Pome | by Della Crufca. 
Boe de. Je hn Swanwick. 
~ s Ruins of Empire. 
sodwin’s Political Juttice. 


, 
Preparing for the Prefs. 

se and Natura! Philofonhy familiarized, in Reficctions futs- 
AVA ble for ewery Day im the Yeas. From the German of C. C, 
Sturm. 

'chaftieal Refearches, and Hiftory of Baptifm, by Robert Robinfon, 
ut ee ah ° 

> ubfcribers’ Names will be received 2t the Office of the Maga- 


aint, | every Ww ork awctre a2lmiovuncec. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT ®* or tue PROCEEDINGS 


IN THE 


Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 
States, 


From the Commencement of the prefent Seffion ; being the & the P 


SBCOND of the Fourtru CoNnGREss. B that t 

m fertin; 

@ refpec 

(It is prefumed that our readers in general will fee the propricty «i [ye | 
commencing with the beginning of the Seflion ; our hiftory of Congres Ry likew: 
will thus appear more uniform and complete, as the legiflative procee!- pW") | 
ings are particularly important at this period, and in fome refpecs. JB ' !00 
connection will fubfift throughout the bufineis of the Seffion.] and tl 
mate! 

in the 


MONDAY, Decemser 5, 1796. i 
0 


6 kee houfe being affembled, three new members prefented their cre- 


dentials, and took the oath to fupport the conftitution ; to wit, 
Mr. Andrew Jackfon, from Tenneffee, Mr.William Craik, in the room 
of Mr. Crabb refigned, and Mr. James Davenport in the room of Mr. 
Hillhoufe, ele&ed Senator. Mr.W. Smith prefented a petition from Tho- 
mas Lloyd, containing propofals for being appointed ftenographer to the 
po Referred to a committee of Mefirs W. Smith, Gallatin, and 
Swift. 

‘Dec. 6. The fpeaker obferved, that as there were feveral returns o! 
new elections of members, it was proper that, purfuant to a rule of the 
houfe, a committee of elections be formed. A committee was accor 
dingly appointed of Mefirs. Venable, Swift, Dent, Dearbon, Blount, 
Muhlenburg, and A. Foiter. A committee was likewife formed of 
Mefirs. Gillman, R. Sprigg, jun. and Macon, to revife the unfinifhed 
bufinefs of laft feffion. 

Notice being received that a Quorum of the Senate was formed, 
Meffrs. Ames, Maddifon, and Sitgreaves were appointed a committee, *° 
wait on the Prefident of the United States, in conjunction with a cou: 
mittee from the Senate, to inform him, that both houfes were affembled, 
and ready to receive any communication he might pleafe to make. 

Mr. W. Smith moved, “ That a committee be appointed to prep 
and bring in a Bill, to amend an Act for the more general promulg:ting 
the laws ef the United States,”———he wifhed to include in the Laws of 





mun 


* Thofe who wifh for a more detailed account, are referred to : 
? ties ¢ 


“ AMERICAN SENATOR,” by Thomas Carpenter. 
? y , % 
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the United States now publifhing, the Laws of the prefent feffion; thus 
Phe whole bufinefs of the prefent Congrefs, together with the completion 
Hof the adminiftration of the prefent Prefident, would be inferted. 
) Meffrs. Grifwold, Williams, and Coles, were appointed a committee for 
P this purpofe. On the motion of Mr. Bradbury it was refolved, that the 
Members be furnifhed, during the prefent feflion, with three newspapers 
Sper day, printed in this City, fuch as the Members refpectively thalk 
 chufe. 

= Mr. Ames reported, that the committee had waited on the Prefident, 
who had fignified that he would make a communication to both Houfes 
© of Congrefs, to-morrow at twelve o'clock, in the reprefentatives chamber. 


c 


PT 





beth 5 


pie 


) Dec. 7. The Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives being affembled, 
“the Prefident attended and delivered an excellent Addrefs. We regret 
"shat the contra¢ted limits of our work oppofes our carneft defire, of in- 
© fertingit verbatim.—Inthis eddrefsthe Prefident communicatesinformation, 
Drefpecting the meafures taken for carrying into effect treaties with 

the Indian Nations, with Great-Britain, Spain, and Algiers. He 
Nlikewife informs, that meafures are in operation for effe@ing Treaties 
with the Regencies of Tunis and Tripoli. He wifhes the United States 


$5 fies 


46 to look to the means,. and to fet about the gradual creation of a Navy 3 
and thinks it advifeable to begin without delay to provide and lay up the 
materials, fer the building and equipping of fhipsot war ; and to proceed 
in the work by degrees, in proportion as our refources fhall render it 
practicable without inconvenience; fo that a future war of Europe may 
not find our ¢ommerce in the fame unprotected ftate in which it was 

inns ound by the prefent. . 

“ng He then proceeds to recommend the cftablifhment of certain branches 

om of, manufacture on public account; PARTICULARLY THOSE WHICH ARE 

Mir. OF A NATURE ESSENTIAL TO THE FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING OF 

“Noe rHE PUBLIC FORCE IN TIME OF WAR; if adopted, the plan ought te 

es exclude all thofe branches which are already, or likely foon to be efta- 

and blifhed in the country, in order that there may be no danger of interfe- 
rence with the purfuits of individual induftry. 

wed He judicioufly recommends the inftitution of a Board of Agriculture, 

wh. [ee Compofed of proper chara¢ters, charged with collecting and difiufing in- 

core ee f2TMation, and enabled, by premiums and {mall pecuniary aids, to encou- 
one fee Tage and affift a fpirit of difcovery and improvement. Experience his 
| of [ee Proved this to be a cheap inftrument of immenfe national benefit. He 
ted then recalls the attention of Congrefs, toa fubje@t, he had before propofed 

7 | to their confideration, the expediency of eftablifhing a national Univer- 
ved, [ee ty, and alfo a Military Academy. He points out, as motives to the 

1. Ae Mitiution, of a national Univerfity, the aflimilation of the ‘principles, 

i opinions, and manners of our countrymen, by the common education of a 

Jed, IE Portion of our youth from every quarter, and remarks that the more ho- 

, mogeneous our citizens can be made in thefe particulars, the greater will 

al be our prefpe& of permanent union: and that a primary objec fhould 

ha be the education of our yeuth in the {cience ef GoveRNMENT. In a Ree 


public, what fpecies of knowledge caa be equally important? and what 
duty more prefling on its Legiflature, than to patronize a plan for com- 
municating it to thofe who are to be the future Guardians of the liber- 
| ues of the country? 
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The inftitution of a Military Academy, he alfo obferves, is recom 
mended by cogent reafons. Howeyer pacific, fays he, the gencral polic; 
of a nation may be, it ought never to be without an adequate ftock ¢/ 
military knowledge, foremergencies. Whatever argument may be draw, 
from particular, examples, faperficially viewed, a thorough examination «| 
the fubject, will evince that the art of war is at once comprehenfive 2»; 
complicated; that it demands much previous ftudy; and that the polit 
fion of it, in its moft improved and perfect ftate, is always of great m. 
ment to the fecurity of a nation. 

The following important paragraph is verbatim, “ ‘The compenfations 
to the Officers of the United States, in various inftances, and in none 
more than in refpe& to the moft important ftations *, appear to call f+ 
legiflative revifion. ‘The confequences of a defective provifion are of 
ferious import to the government. If private wealth is to fupply the de. 
fe& of public contribution, it will greatly contra&t the fphere, within 
which the felection of character for office is to be made, and wi!! pro. 
portionably diminifh the probability of a choice of men able, as well 2 
upright. Befides, that it would be repugnant te the vital princip!s 
of our government, virtually to exclude from public trufts, talents and 
virtue, unlefs accompanied by wealth.” 

The Prefident then expreffes his regret at the unpleafant circumftances 
which have occurred relative to the French Republic; his ardent wii 
being to maintain cordial harmony, as far as is confiftent with the rights 
and honour of our country; likewife his full and entire confidence in the 
good fenfe, patriotifim, felf-refpe@, and fortitude of his countrymen. Hut 
(he iaformsus)a more partieular communication on this fubject is referved 
for a fpecial meflage. 

Tue House or RepreseNTATIVEs are informed, that the Revenues 
of the United States continue in a ftate of progreflive improvement : an/ 
are invited to take fuch further meafures as will afcertain, to our country, 
the fpeedy extinguifhment of the public debt. 

He then concludes his addrefs to both Houfes of Congrefs, in the fo!lew- 
ing words, “ My folicitude to fee the Militia of the United States placed 
on an efficient eftablifhment, has heen fo often and fo ardently expr«{'ed, 
that I fhall but barely recall the fubje& to your view, on the prefent occ. 
fion; at the fame time, I fhall fubmit to your enquiry, whether our ha- 
hours are yet fufficiently fecured.” ; 

“ The fituation in which I now ftand, for the laft time, in the micdfi oi 
the Reprefentatives of the people of the United States, naturally recalls the 
period, when the adminiftration of the prefent form of government com- 
menced ; and I cannot omit the occafion to congratulate you, and my 
country,on the fuccefs of the experiment ; nor to repeat my fervent prayer 
to the Supreme Ruler cf the Univerfe, and Sovereign Arbiter of N.tions, 
that his providential care, may ftill be extended to the United States ;— 
that the virtue and happinefs of the people may be preferved ; and that the 





* Whether thofe “ moft important ftations” are in the executive, le- 
giflative, or military department, or in them all, is not expreffed ;—— 
certain it is, however, that the conclufion is truly ¢emocratic, and worthy 
of the Prefident. 
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¢ government which they have inftituted for the protection of their libertice 
Smay be perpetual.” 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
United States, 7th December, 1796. 


| The Prefident and the Senate having withdrawn, the Addrefs was again 
bread by the Clerk, and on motion commiited to a committee of the whole 


" Houle teemorrow. 


December 8. Mr. George Ege frem Pennfy!vania, in room of ‘Mr. 

) Heitter, refigned, and Mr. Samuel Sewal, from Maffachufetts, in the room 
of Mr. Goodhue, elected a Senator, were fwern, and took their feats. 

» Mr. Griiwold, from the committee appointed to bring in a bill, to 
amend the act for the more general promulgation of the Laws of the 
United States, reported a bill, which was twice read, and committed to a 
committee of the who'e Houfe, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

Mr. W.Smith prefented a-petition from Thomas Carpenter, praying en- 
couragemenit to a publication ef the debates of Congrefs, for which he had 
iffued propofals ;—referred to the committee appointed to-examine the pe 

‘tition of Thomas Lloyd, on the fame fubject. 

A Committee of Claims was appointed, confifting of Meffrs. D. Fofter, 
Malbone, Maclay, Heath, Macon, Thomfon, and Williams: ‘To this 
committee was'referred, the petition of William Clark, foliciting a penfion 
for his military ferviees; and the petition of Lucy White, adminiitratrix 
of Jofeph White, praying the payment of areward of 500-dollars, which 

> had been offered for apprehending one James Bowers, a Forgerer. 

Mr. Williams moved, that two Chaplains of different denominations be 
chofen, one by each Houfe, to exchange weekly, which was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. W. Smith, the Houfe went into a committee of 
the whole on the Prefident’s Addrefs, according to the order of’ the day : 
Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, the Speech was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. BD. Fofter moved the following refolution: “ Refolved, that it is 
the opinion of this committee, that a refpe&ful Addrefs ought to be pre- 
fented, from the Houfe of Reprefentatives, to the Prefident of the United 
States, in anfwer to his fpeech to both Houfes of Congrefs, at the com- 
mencement of the feffion, containing affurances that this Houfe will take 
into confideration, the many important matters ‘recommended to their 
attention,” which was unanimoufly agreed to,and Mefirs. Ames, Baldwin, 
Maddifon, Sitgreaves, and W.Smith, were appointed a committee to draw 
up the Addrefs. ‘The committee rofe, and the refolution was adopted by 
the Houfe. 

Mr. W. Smith prefented a petition from Thomas W. Baker, poftmafter, 
at Charlefton, praying an increafe of Salary. Ordered to lie on the table 
till a committee be appointed on Poft-offices and Poft-roads. 

Mr. Thatcher then moved, “ that a committee be appointed to enquire 

if any, and what alterations are neceffary to be made in the A@ for efta~ 
bkihing Reft-Offices and Poft-Roade, withia the United States.” Meflrs. 
Thatcher, Bailey, Coles, Coit, Grove, Williams, Baldwin, Ege, and An- 
drew Jackfon, were accordingly appointed. 

(To be continued.) 
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FRANCE, 
A French citizen has invented the art of expreffirig his ideas in fuct 
Aa 


manner, that without the help of tranflation, he may eafily be «>. 

der{tood by all thedifferent nationsof theearth; although they knox 
no other idiom than that which is peculiar tothecountry whichthey refp--. 
tively inhabit.—This fcience, which mufl in a high degree intereit 4, 
literary and commercial world, is called Pasicrapuy, or the art to wre 
and print in one language, fo that without the aid of tranflation, it: 
be underftood in any other language. ‘The inventor who calls him‘e!f!, 
the fictitious name of D, M—— A. M. D’l. has compofed a treatife cor. 
taining the elements of this new fcience, and it will be publithed before th: 
end of the year. Citizen Sicard, the celebrated teacher of the deaf and 
dumb, affifted the author to draw up the rules of this univerfal languze: 
It is faid that, nothing can be more fimple than the conftituent parts ¢: 
this new art ; they confift of no more than twelve letters and twelve gene. 
ral rules, without any exceptions; but the expence and pains which tl: 
introduction of the method requires, are the more confiderable, as ix 
neceflary to create every requifite; even the artifts are obliged to ado: 
new methods in their proceedings. ‘The types are of an exquifite bea; 
and quite different from thofe ufually employed. 
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MARRIAGES. 
PN this city, Dec. 13th, by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, Mr. Edward Harm: 


merchant, late of England, to Mifs Jane Uftick, daughter of the 
Rev. Mr. Uftick. tte 
By the Rev. Mr. Smith, Mr. Philip Sheaff, jun. merchant, to Mi. 
Elizabeth Sheafter. \ 
At Aurora, in the county of Onandago, Glen Culyer, Efq. attcray 
at law, to Mifs Mary F. Jedyard, of that county. 
In North Carolina, Mr. Thomas Blount, member of Congrefs, to 
Miufs Summers. c 
In Maffachufetts, Mr. Frederick Carpenter of New Haven, to Maus 
Diana Heath of Bofton. 
Dec. 27th, at New-York, the Rev, Azel Ros, of Woodbridge, New- 
jerfey, to Mrs. Barat of that city. . 
DEATHS, 
N this city, Dec. r2th, Mifs Frances Bond, youngeft daughter of th 
late Dr. Phineas Bond, and fifter to the King of Eagland’s Coniu- 
general. 
At New-York, Dec. 13th, Mrs. Abigail Leavenworth.—And on 
art, Mr. Peter Bruce, merchant. 
At Bofton, (Maff.) on the rith, Mr. Benj. Goldthwait, merchant. 


f the 


At Hartford, (Conn:) lately, Mrs. Hofsford, wife of Mr. Aaxoo : 


Hofsford, merchant. . ' 
De:. 14th, at Prefqu’ile, Anthony Wayne, commander in chief of th 

Federal Army. | 
At Farmingten, (Cotn.) Mr. Samuel North, aged 90.—At terling 

Mz. James Kendall, aged 87.—At Sutton, Licut. fof Potnam, aged 3 





